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GRADE 18 GRC 
ADVANTAGES
- Surety of cost.
- Lightweight (High perform-
ance, thin section
composite concrete product
typically 70kg/m2).
- Environmental benefits: A
BREEAM A+ Rated product.
- The installation process
negated the need for site
craneage and external
scaffold.
- The design methodology
followed tried and tested
principles which facilitated
fast, simple affective
connection details. This
eliminated the need for any
secondary carrier system.
- The routine maintenance
requirement once installed is
virtually non existent.

When being presented with 
programme, logistical and 

budgetary challenges, Galliford Try 
Partnerships turned to GB Archi-
tectural Cladding Products Ltd for 
help on their prestigious White City 
project in London.

Building a mixed-use development in White City, 
London, that is worth £28million brings with it a range of 
challenges but the construction team driving the project was 
keen to implement GRC cladding for large expanses of the 
external wall cladding.

There were a range of reasons for this but uppermost in 
mind was the fact that GRC is lighter than traditional precast 
concrete, thus helping to resolve weight load issues pertain-
ing to the building substrate.

GRC also, and crucially, removed the concrete cladding 
panels element from the project critical path whilst still facili-
tating early water tightness, thus facilitating early commence-
ment of other related trades.
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GRC itself is glass reinforced, lightweight 
engineered concrete and this effective solution is 
increasingly being used successfully for a wide 
range of applications. 

This is precisely why the White City project 

builder Galliford Try wanted to utilise the  
experience and know-how of the UK’s leading 
GRC cladding firm – GB Architectural Cladding 
Products Ltd. The firm is based in Liversedge, 
West Yorkshire, and they are regularly 
approached by designers and builders keen 
to know if GRC can be used to fulfil a particu-
lar requirement.

GRC is often better than traditional pre-
cast concrete

Kevin Heaton, the technical director of 
GB Architectural, says: “The initial specifica-
tion called for a traditional pre-cast concrete 
panel project but in order to save time, and 
therefore money, the architects and develop-
ers were keen to investigate a lightweight 
solution, which is why we were approached.

 “Specifically, the panels that we devel-
oped for this project look and perform exactly 
like traditional pre-cast concrete panels but 
they take substantial loadings off the struc-
ture and foundations by reducing the overall 
weight.”

The use of GRC cladding would also 
reduce on-site crane time resulting in reduc-
tions in overall build programme and also 
added flexibility in trades sequencing.

Kevin explains: “Traditional concrete 
panels are very heavy and have to be put into 
position by crane which is a laborious and 
time-consuming process. Access was also 

seriously restricted in many areas and therefore 
the available windows for a traditional precast 
install were a serious concern.

“By opting to use Grade 18 GRC cladding 
from GB Architectural there is no need for tower 
or large cranes since the panels are unloaded 
by forklift truck and positioned into place using 
spider cranes on the roof of the building or by 
using Ginny wheels.

“By using GRC panels the designers and 
builders brought priceless flexibility to the 
completion of the building façade.”

GRC cladding for a prestigious and attractive 
build

This impressive creation by GB Architectural 
consisted of supplying 1,200 square metres on a 
very exacting aesthetic specification all of which 
had to be visually beautiful for what is a very 
visible and prestigious project.

In order to meet the stated demands, the firm 
had to undertake extensive pre-order design and 
testing work, with Galliford Try being enthusiastic 
partners during this process.

Once the GRC panels shade and finish was 
confirmed, GB Architectural then rolled into 
action to turn the designs into high quality manu-
factured products.

The panels were delivered from the 
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Liversedge factory to the 
site where they were rapidly 
installed, on time and on 
budget.

Kevin says: “Everyone 
involved in the project was 
delighted with the finished 
result; the whole White City 
scheme looks fabulous.”

This is the latest high-
profile project involving GB 
Architectural in the capital 
which has led to a growing 
number of satisfied clients 
who regularly turn to the GRC 
experts to deliver top qual-
ity products on time and to 
specification.

GB Architectural is keen 
to stress that every project opportunity is usually 
quite different and every effort is made by their 
team to meet the demands of a particular project 
even with tight and demanding time constraints.

GBA’s GRC Cladding endeavours to meet 
demand

In the case of the White City scheme, GBA 
was contacted by Galliford Try in September 
2012 and the firm began delivering the panels 
during the following January.

GBA’s Andrew Garside explains: “Once we 
agree budgets and timescale this is something 
we rarely deviate from and we have a very good 

reputation for providing cost certainty. We are 
determined that we will meet deadlines, even 
when they are very tight, to ensure that the build-
ing project will proceed without any problems 
coming from us.”

To ensure that the GRC panels are installed 
to the required timescale, GB Architectural liaises 
closely with the installers to ensure that the panels 
are delivered on time and in the correct sequenc-
es to aid installation.

This means the installers need to be aware of 
the referencing system used by the firm and how 
the panels will be packed.

GB Architectural are acknowledged as being 
the UK’s leader in designing and making GRC 
products and so were a natural choice by those 
involved with the White City project.

Galliford Try impressed with GB Architectural
David St John, Galliford Try’s senior project 

manager at White City, said: “GB provided a 
robust and persuasive case for their product 
and were pro-active in appeasing architectural 
concerns over robustness and aesthetic issues. 

“They introduced non-standard detailing into 
their production moulds for this scheme to secure 
the confidence in the product of all concerned. 
GB from the outset had supreme confidence in 
the qualities of their product and were easy to 
deal with. 

“They produced detailed design information 
for approval and comment in an efficient and 
timely manner, allowing our deadlines for installa-
tion and delivery of units to be achieved.”

Mr St John added: “All units were delivered 
to site with good levels of protection and packag-
ing, resulting in consistent quality of finish being 
achieved and consequently very few items of 
damage or snags being identified through our 
QA process on site.”



4

�

Case Study    WHITE CITY | Residential Development

Collaboration leads to impressive solutions
Andrew says: “The White City scheme is a 

marvellous example of how all of the compa-
nies involved in a project can collaborate well 
to develop an effective solution that really does 
impress. We are certainly impressed with it.

“The result is a building in White City that 
is clean and crisp which looks really impressive 
with Portland finish white panels on the outside 
which make up a very attractive design. These 
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panels will look as good as intended and will 
perform faultlessly for a very long time to come.”

For more information about GRC clad-
ding products and their suitability for build-
ing projects, contact Andrew Garside at GB 
Architectural Cladding on (01924) 404045 for 
an informal chat or visit their website to learn 
more about some of the major construction 
projects they have helped to succeed.


